
MORE GOOD DAYS AT
SCHOOL - YOUTH
ENDOWMENT FUND

20
23

 -
 2

0
25

BY ANISHA GADHIA
Stockphoto Im��e



THE CHALLENGE
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School exclusion si�nific�ntly imp�cts children's life ch�nces �nd is linked to
involvement in violent offences. Rese�rch consistently shows th�t violence,
�ddiction, �nd persistent �nti-soci�l beh�viour �re often rooted in exposure to
tr�um� (Adverse Childhood Experiences – ACEs) �nd � l�ck of connection with
s�fe, trusted individu�ls, termed "soci�l thinnin�" by the UK Tr�um� Council. The
Youth Endowment Fund �nd the Home Office h�ve funded this r�ndomised
control tri�l to underst�nd if implementin� Tr�um� Informed Pr�ctice (TIP) c�n
prevent youn� people from becomin� involved in violence.



OUR APPROACH
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In p�rtnership, KCA �nd W�rren L�rkin Associ�tes co-desi�ned this �ppro�ch
with the ev�lu�tion te�m �t the Ann� Freud Centre �nd UCL. The 26 schools in the
intervention �rm will receive the followin� inputs:

1
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Coll�bor�tive Enquiry: Focus �roups �nd st�ff/pupil surveys to �ssess
the school’s st�rtin� point.

Whole School Tr�inin�: Coverin� Att�chment, Tr�um� Informed
Pr�ctice, �nd Emotion Co�chin�.

SLT �nd P�stor�l Le�ds Tr�inin�:
Focusin� on ther�peutic ide�s,
reflective pr�ctice, resilience
buildin�, �nd policy �li�nment.

The pro�r�mme �ims to incre�se st�ff c�p�city to:

underst�nd tr�um�, ACEs, �nd collective tr�um�.
use rel�tion�l �ppro�ches to m�n��e ch�llen�in� beh�viour.
stren�then the pupil-te�cher rel�tionship to �ddress le�rnin� b�rriers.
enh�nce resilience for themselves �nd colle��ues.
support school le�ders in implementin� evidence-informed TIP, ensurin�
systems �li�n, �nd supportin� st�ff resilience.



The ev�lu�tion will be published in
2025. Previous rese�rch su��ests
th�t TIP c�n positively imp�ct pupil
�ttend�nce, reduce exclusions,
improve emotion�l re�ul�tion, �nd
enh�nce st�ff well-bein� �nd
retention. The �o�l is to sc�le this
�ppro�ch to influence educ�tion�l
policy, cre�tin� resilient school
communities better equipped to
support recovery �nd he�lin�.

THE IMPACT
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